Moving Towards Title Registration
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A beautiful blended sea and sky view with reflections of the buildings.
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The present land registration system in Hong Kong is
a deeds registration system operating under the Land
Registration Ordinance (Cap. 128), which governs the priority
of registered instruments in the land register but gives no
guarantee of title to land.

After the enactment of the Land Titles Ordinance (Cap. 585)
(LTO) in 2004, the LTO Steering Committee (LTOSC) and the
LTO Review Committee (LTORC), comprising representatives
of key stakeholders, were set up to steer and carry out the
review of the LTO before its commencement, to ensure its
smooth implementation. The membership lists of the LTOSC
and LTORC are at Annexes Il (d) and (e) respectively.

While consensus on the mechanism for converting existing
land to registered land under the Title Registration
System has yet to be reached among key stakeholders,
the Government is actively pursuing the proposal of
implementing title registration on newly granted land
first (“new land first” proposal) with support from key
stakeholders. General support from the Legislative Council’s
(LegCo) Panel on Development has also been obtained.
Generally speaking, the “new land first” proposal covers land
granted by the Government on or after the commencement
date of the LTO.

Implementation of the “new land first” proposal will
facilitate the Government and key stakeholders to further
deliberate and reach a consensus on the mechanism for
conversion of existing land at a later stage, in the light of
operational experience gained.

Apart from preparing an amendment bill for the LTO
(Amendment Bill) and engaging key stakeholders to work
out the implementation details, we are also embarking on
other preparatory work, including preparing draft subsidiary
legislation and developing a new computer system. The
target is to introduce the Amendment Bill into the LegCo in
the first quarter of 2025.
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In February 2024, a LTOSC meeting was held to update key
stakeholders on the latest developments and implementation
plan of the “new land first” proposal.
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